           BRIEF HISTORY OF HILSTON HOUSE AND ESTATE.

     Hilston House was for many years the principal estate and mansion in the Parish of St. Maughans.  In the 17th. and 18th. Centuries it was the residence of a family named Needham, whose origins are not known.  Sebastian Needham is stated to have been buried at Skenfrith, 26th March 1723, having fathered nine children.  The house remained in the family, who were incidentally, like many of their neighbours, a Catholic family, for four generations.  It was eventually sold by John Needham to Sir William Pilkington Bart: in 1803.  John Needham, who was a Barrister of Grays Inn, London then moved into Somerset.  The Needham family crest is illustrated above.

     Following on this stable period of ownership, accounting for about a century, the estate then changed hands a considerable number of times within the next seventy years.  Sir William Pilkington sold it to James Jones of the Graig, who sold it to Sir Robert Brownrigg Bart:, G.C.B. a distinguished officer in the Peninsula War.  He died 27th May 1833, aged 76 years and his monument may be seen on the South wall of St. Maughan's Church.  After his death the house was sold to Thomas Coates of Lancashire.  Shortly afterwards, on the 12th. September 1838, the house is stated to have been destroyed by fire.  It was then sold to George Cave, a Banker of Bristol, who was responsible for building the house as it now is.  He sold it to Alfred Crawshay who sold it to John Hamilton who finally completed the building.  His son Captain Pryce Hamilton sold it about the year 1873 to James Graham.

Pryce Hamilton would appear to have added considerably to the Hilston Estate.  It is stated that he bought, Norton Court from the 8th Duke of Beaufort, also Skenfrith Mill and Lower Duffryn about 1870.

     James Graham passed the house on to Douglas William Graham, who was living at Hilston in 1902, when the hall was panelled with the oak from the hall of the Lower Duffryn.  Graham was also responsible for other improvements, the stone and brick buildings at Home Farm, the Lodges, New Cottages and the reservoir.  Two further families owned the house and estate, the Lawley family and the Bevan family, before it was purchased by T.E. Davies.  Davies eventually sold the House and Estate in 1947.  The House has fulfilled its present function since 1971, before this it served as a Special School for Monmouthsire County Council.

     When the estate was finally sold up on October 17th. 1947, by direction of T.E. Davies, it consisted of 1088 acres comprising:-

                       Hilston Park House with North and South Lodges.

                       Hilston Park Home Farm of 197 acres and Smithy Cottages.

                       Upper Grove Farm       -       87.48 acres

                       Lower Grove Farm       -      140.26 acres

                       White House Farm       -      184.00 acres

                       Tump & Ruthlin Farm   -        91.00 acres

                        Woodside Farm           -      106.28 acres

                        Coed Anghred Farm   -          73.15 acres

                        Cae Graig                     -          24.05 acres

                        Skenfrith Mill                 -             8.31 acres

                   Reference.   Bradney J.A.  1904 History of Monmouthshire.

